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INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 /014R 

DRAFTED BY A/BF/OAG:DLQUAID, JR.:STP 
APPROVED BY A/BF/OAG:DLQUAID, JR. 

EUR/CE:MTARE 

EUR/NE:SWALLER 

EUR/NE:RWOODS 

032938 241429Z/47 

R24I3I2Z AUG77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

UNCLAS STATE 201462 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AGAO.ETRD 

SUBJECT: GAO SURVEY: "CUSTOMS SERVICE PROCEDURES" 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH THE SUBJECT SURVEY, GAO VISITED 

A NUMBER OF EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON SEEKING INEORMATION 
ON HOW THE VARIOUS CUSTOMS SERVICES PROCESS IMPORTED CARGO. 

THE EMBASSIES OF GERMANY, UK, AND SWEDEN SUGGESTED THAT 
THE INFORMATION DESIRED BY GAO COULD BEST BE OBTAINED 
IN-COUNTRY. 

2. ACCORDINGLY, GAO WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSEES ATTEMPTING 
TO OBTAIN INFO ON THE EOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CARGO INSPECTION TECHNIQUES, 

INCLUDING HOW MERCHANDISE IS SELECTED FOR INSPECTION, 

WHETHER THE SELECTION IS BASED ON A STATISTICAL SAMPLE 
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OR JUDGMENTAL OR BOTH, AND THE PERCENTAGE OF MERCHANDISE 
THAT IS INSPECTED. 

B. THE CONTROLS OVER IMPORTED GOODS EXERCISED BY CUSTOMS, 

INCLUDING WHETHER THE CONTROLS ARE PRIMARILY PHYSICAL OR 
DOCUMENTARY AND WHETHER CUSTOMS RELIES ON PHYSICAL 
QUANTITY CHECKS OF IMPORTED GOODS OR IF THEY RELY ON POST- 
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ENTRY AUDITS OF IMPORTERS' RECORDS. 

C. RELEASE OF MERCHANDISE, INCLUDING HOW QUICKLY THE IM- 
PORTER MAY GAIN POSSESSION OF HIS GOODS, WHETHER THE 
IMPORTER OR HIS BROKER MUST PRESENT AN ENTRY PACKAGE AND 
PAY DUTIES BEFORE CUSTOMS RELEASES THE GOODS, AND 
WHETHER THE ENTRY PACKAGE IS REVIEWED BY COMMODITY 
SPECIALISTS BEFORE CUSTOMS INSPECTS THE MERCHANDISE. 

D. THE VOLUME OF GOODS (NUMBER OF ENTRIES, VALUE OF 
IMPORTS) IMPORTED DURING A CONVENIENT TIME PERIOD. 

E. ANY NEW TECHNIQUES, PROCEDURES, OR EQUIPMENT RECENTLY 
OR SOON TO BE IMPLEMENTED FOR CARGO PROCESSING. 

3. GAO SUGGESTS THAT SOME OF THE ABOVE INFO MAY BE IN 
PUBLICATIONS OR ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE CUSTOMS SERVICES. 

IF SO, GAO WOULD APPRECIATE COPIES. 

4. REQUESTED DATA, IF TOOVOLUMINOUS FOR TELEGRAPHIC 
TRANSMISSIONS, SHOULD BE POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT, 
ATTENTION: A/BF/OAG. CHRISTOPHER 
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